"‘-;'A\
4aSAa\
Elevate Global

transforming lives
X ' ."--
\ - l

E—

For Immediate Release
August 21, 2021

ONLINE WORKSHOP ON SUSTAINABLE TOURISM IN THE GAMBIA

A five-week intensive educational workshop on sustainable tourism on The Gambia wraps up.

Washington, D.C. — An online workshop organized by Elevate Global, an international development
organization, featured a first-time partnership between the University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA) and the
University of The Gambia (UTG) that focused on developing a co-productive sustainable tourism plan between
students from both universities.

The workshop featured graduate students from
UTSA College of Architecture, Construction and
Planning led by Dr. Greg Griffin and Dr. Sedef
Doganer and students from UTG School of
Business and Public Administration led by Dr.
Momodou Mustapha Fanneh and Professor
Lamin Drammeh.

The seminar/workshop was an advance study of
the environmental, economic, and socio-cultural
aspects of sustainable tourism development and
the basics concepts and theories of sustainability Workshop Participants. Photo by Dr. Greg Griffin

in tourist destinations. Topics included sense of

place, identity, community participation, sustainable design of the city spaces and tourist places with an
emphasis on sustainable tourism potentials, tourism futures and marketing tourism destinations.

Dr. Greg Griffin said the seminar aimed to help students build international communication and networking skills
and the students that participated, “will all undoubtedly shape better communities through their lifelong
contributions.”

The Dean of UTG School of Business and Public Administration, Dr. MM Fanneh, thanked UTSA faculty and
Elevate Global for organizing such an impactful educational program with, “the hope that this type of seminar
will be a continuous partnership.”

The students who participated in the seminar all expressed delight and thanked their faculties for organizing a
resourceful workshop. “We shared some practical tips and tricks on finding solutions and the best practices in
sustainable tourism. We were able to ask questions live and get information” said one UTG student.

Gil Gonzalez, Executive Director of Elevate Global said, “our goal with the workshop was to empower students
through education, equipping them with the knowledge and tools they need to develop The Gambia’s future
tourism industry and economy.”



Elevate Global’s vision is to elevate lives, create livelihoods, and uplift nations for the betterment of humankind.
We provide advisory and consultative services for clients in the United States and abroad. Our multidisciplinary
team of collaborators is comprised of advisors, consultants, and resource partners with experience in project
development, management, funding, and implementation with the goal of ensuring that we are building
foundations and communities for future generations that are resilient, sustainable, and lasting.
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